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Step 3: Choose your templates

Here you will choose your template from
12 options. Once you are done, you are
ready to blog. Of course you can ask a
designer to help you customise the
template to your requirements. This
assumes you have hosted the blog on your
own server.

e Choose a template

Choose a custom
look for your blog.

You can easily
change the
template later, or
even create your
own custem
template design

once your blog is
set up.

e

o Your blog has been created!

We've just created a blog for you. You can now add your posts to it, create your personal profile, or

customize how your blog looks.

Example 2: Wordpress.com:
To register, you just fill up an easy one-form option. So long as you have a valid email
address, you can fill out the form and receive an activation message quickly.
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After registering for your blog, you will activate the account through a link sent to
your email. Your blog will be up instantly on the domain address you chose, for
example http://XXXXXXX.wordpress.com/

What a beautiful day

Just another WordPress.com weblog

And your door to the world is now open, speak out loud!

HOW TO PROMOTE YOUR BLOG

Finally, your blog is up and running. Now it is time to let the world know about your
online journal. People need to know about it. How do you proceed? There are several ways.

Blog submission/ RSS submission. There are two ways to make your blog visible on
the worldwide web - Blog and RSS submission. To submit your blog, you will be using
blog directories and blog search engines where your blog will be classified by various
categories. A large list of sites allowing blog submission and RSS feed submissions can
be found in the left column at: http://www.rss-specifications.com/rss-submission.htm.
And several blog search engines are used to search for blog content in blogosphere, such
as Blogdigger, Feedster and Technorati.

Similarly, there are RSS feed directories and search engines like http://www.rss-
network.com Be sure to submit the URL of your RSS feeds to the RSS search engines
listed on the RSS specifications website.
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If you wish to automate your blog and RSS submissions, consider using Dummy
Software's Blog and RSS Submit Software at http://www.dummysoftware.com

Post press releases to online resources. Bloggers should write a press release or
announcement for a new blog and upload it in various online sources like Press Release
directories, Usernet groups and forums. Before broadcasting, remember to keep your
release factual and concise. In a Press release directory, your release will be picked up
occasionally by publications looking for information or filler content. Besides, posting
in directories will increase your link popularity, which helps with search engine ranking.
You can find a list of sites that allow you to post your press release from this link:
http://www.softwaremarketingresource.com/pressreleases.html

Get your blog posted on blog forums. Example of this are:

- Your Blog Announcements (http://www.forum4bloggers.com/viewforum.php?f=12)

- Got Blog (http://www.blogomania.com/forums/viewforum.php?f=7)

- Announce Software, Blogs or Relationships
(http://www.softwaremarketingresource.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=5)

CONCLUSION

While a blog can be an effective marketing tool, we recommend that you should first
consider and study whether the benefits it confers are consistent with your company’s
overall brand positioning. Ultimately, you are the one who best knows what works for
your business.

If you want more in-depth information on how to set up or customise your company blog,
please contact us and we will be happy to speak with you.

PS: Found this newsletter informative and useful? Email us with your comments, questions or
other topics you would like covered at custservice@designdepot.com.sg

Not subscribed to our Interact! enewsletter? Subscribe now at www.designdepot.com.sg to get
on our preferred customer mailing list!
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